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A decree that no German merchant might go into
partnership with a Russian, Fleming, or Englishman,
no doubt aided greatly this exclusive possession of
the Baltic Sea. In Russia waterways led them as far
as Smolensk; and, later on, they penetrated even fur-
ther inland, by utilizing the roads that had been made
by the German knights whose seat of might was
Pornerania and Livonia. The Marienburg, the chief
house of the Order/proved a welcome halting station
for the merchant travellers, where they found safety
and shelter. Furs were largely obtained from the
inner districts of Russia. " They are plentiful as dung
there," writes the pious chronicler, Adam of Bremen ;
adding, "for our damnation, as I believe, former/as et
nefas we strive as hard to come into the possession
of a marten skin as if it were everlasting salvation."
According to him, it was from this cause and from
Russia " that the deadly sin of luxurious pride " had
overspread the West.

Wax, that played so large a part in mediaeval re-
ligious rites, and was required in great abundance, was
furnished by the "honey-trees" of the virgin Russian
forests. Leather, skins, tallow, and all species of fat,
were also among the chief products of Russia and the
exports of the Hansa. In return, they imported into
that empire the produce of the looms of Germany,
England, and Flanders, the fine Flemish cloths, the
coarser English and German. Silk, too, and linen
were valued goods. Important also were all manner
of worked metal objects, and such wares as town
industries manufacture. Beer, too, was a valued and
most profitable article of commerce. This drink was